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Significant Figures, Uncertain digits, and Rounding 

▪ x and ÷: based on least significant figures; Unless the result has 1 as its leading sig. fig. and none of the 

original #’s had a leading 1, keep the extra digit. 

▪ + and -: Round based on only 1 uncertain figure 

▪ x and ÷ AND + and -: After EACH operation, DO NOT round if the same, round if different 

▪ Rounding exception: when the 1st digit dropped is 5 AND there are no (non-zero) digits following, 

round off to the nearest even digit. 
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